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Faust; through Lessing I discovered the fascina-
tion of the Greek and Latin writers. Besides which
German opened up a world of literature to me,
especially in its translations. Shakespeare and the
other great ones I got to know first through German.
Under the influence of Vienna I read a good
deal of Austrian literature, Grillparzer and others;
I endeavoured by means of that literature to get to
understand Austria and Vienna. I was especially
interested in writers from Bohemia (Hartmann and
Meissner), and I still read our writers of German
with the same attention. Of those born in Hungary,
Lenau especially charmed me both by his poetry
and his life; K. Beck was also a Hungarian, I met
him in Vienna.
French I began to teach myself at Cejkovice,
while I was teaching there. Satora proposed to me
and the junior teacher that we should learn French;
he taught us himself, for although he did not speak
the language, he knew the grammar very well, and
Latin helped him. But the lessons did not last long.
I began studying French by myself when I was
in the third class at school; it interested me to
compare French grammar with Latin. At that time
I was teaching a fellow-student at his home, where
there was a French girl, also giving lessons. So I
took pains to pick up the pronunciation. It is said
that people with a musical ear get hold of a foreign